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Why the Census 
Matters



Community Power

 Build base

 Establish new 
organizational 
relationships across 
regions and issues

 Develop community 
leaders



Protection

 Monitoring civil 
rights laws that 
protect voting 
rights, equal 
employment 
opportunity, and 
more



Representation

 Reapportionment of seats 
in the House of 
Representatives

 Redrawing of political 
districts at the federal, 
state, and local levels



Money

 Allocation of federal 
funding for health care, 
education, housing, and 
other services

 CA received over $115 
billion in FY 2016 from 55 
federal programs that 
use census-derived data

Source: Andrew Reamer, Counting for Dollars 2020: The Role of the Decennial Census in the Geographic 
Distribution of Federal Funds, George Washington University, January 2019.



The Challenge for 
L.A. County



The County is at High Risk for an Undercount

Region’s 
demographics

Shifts in the 
federal 

landscape

Innovations 
by the 
Census 
Bureau



HTC Populations in CA

• American Indians/Alaska Natives; Asian 
Americans; Blacks/African Americans; 
Latinos; Middle East and North Africa; 
Pacific Islanders

• Immigrants and refugees

• Farm workers

• People with disabilities

• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Queer/Questioning (LGBTQ)

• Seniors

• People experiencing homelessness

• Children 0-5

• Veterans

• Low broadband subscription/limited 
or no access

• Limited English proficient

Note: These are HTC populations that the State of California recognizes



L.A. County HTC Estimates

Group

Population 
Living in High

and Very High 
LRS Tracts

HTC Population 
Living Outside 
High and Very
High LRS Tracts

Total Target 
Population

Latino 3,582,732 168,834 3,751,566
NH White 741,750 154,033 895,783
Asian American 619,889 322,724 942,613
Black/African
American

689,882 50,423 740,305

American 
Indian/Alaska 
Native

90,254 50,321 140,575

Pacific Islander 29,672 24,445 54,117
Total 5,598,716 770,780 6,369,496

Note: HTC populations living outside census tracts whose Low Response Score is deemed very high or high include Latino 
noncitizens, Non-Hispanic Whites living below the poverty line, Asian Americans with limited English proficiency, African 
Americans living below the poverty line, American Indians/Alaska Natives, and Pacific Islanders. The details of columns two and 
four do not sum to the total because some people are included in more than one group if they selected more than one racial 
group and/or selected Hispanic. Individuals are included in more than one group in an effort to be inclusive and follow 
recommendations from the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB).



Key Barriers to Census Participation

• Uncertainty about the purpose and use of 
census data

• Uncertainty about who should be included

• Fear or mistrust of government

• Limited English proficiency



Shifts in Census Operations

New methods for 
updating the 

Master Address File

Internet as primary 
mode of response

Expansion of using 
administrative 

records and third-
party data

Reduction in field 
operations



The Citizenship Question



Shifts in the Federal Landscape

Census 
Bureau 
Funding

Census 
Bureau 

Leadership

Federal 
immigration 

policy
Islamophobia



Meeting the 
Challenge



State-Based Programs at a Glance

*MPR is the Mail Participation Rate, which is the percentage of all forms 
mailed back by households that receive them.

Census Year 2000 2010 2020

State Budget $24.7M $2.1M $100.3M

Staff 55 4 30

Office(s) 5 1 5

Approach Grassroots Grasstops Grassroots

CA MPR* 76% 73% TBD



$90.3 Million for Outreach
Schools Outreach, 

$1M,
1%

Contingency/Emergency, 
$1M,

1% Complete Count 
Office Administration, 

$9.3M,
10% State Agency 

Outreach, $500K,
1%

Sector Outreach, 
$1M,

1%

County and Tribal 
Outreach, $30M,

33%
Community Outreach 
(ACBO/CBO), $30M,

33%

Paid Media 
Campaign, $17.5M,

20%



State Funding for L.A. County

• Total HTC %: 36.78

• Funding Amt: $8.4M

• ACBO announced 
in March



Priority for the County and City of L.A.

Joint Local Complete 
Count Committee

Communications 
and Marketing

Census Action 
Kiosks

Census Goodwill 
Ambassadors

Outreach and 
Education

Low Response 
Score Mapping Tool



Priority for the Nonprofit Community

Philanthropy: 
Regional 
Funders 
Table

CBO 
Community: 
LA Regional 

Census 
Table







What You Can Do

1. Prioritize the census within your organization
• Begin planning outreach efforts now

2. Stay engaged with the LA Regional Census Table
• Next meeting: May 29th

3. Inquire about joining the Countywide Complete 
Count Committee 

• Tina Herzog (therzog@ceo.lacounty.gov) 
• Jason Tajima (jtajima@ceo.lacounty.gov)

mailto:therzog@ceo.lacounty.gov
mailto:jtajima@ceo.lacounty.gov


Thank You

John Dobard
Director of Political Voice
Advancement Project California
www.AdvancementProjectCA.org
jdobard@advanceproj.org
@johndobard

http://www.advancementprojectca.org/
mailto:jdobard@advanceproj.org
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